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HedgehogC^O, (subfamily Erinaceinae), any of 15 Old World 

species of insectivores possessing several thousand short, smooth 

spines. 

(https://www.britannica.com/animal/hedgehog-mammal) 

Porcupine(JJj), any of 25 species of large, herbivorous, quill- 

bearing rodents active from early evening to dawn. 

(https://www.britannica.com/animal/porcupme) 

The hedgehog and the porcupine are two distinct species. The 

confusion between the two creatures seems to stem from both animals' 

rather prickly exteriors. However, the animals are not closely related to 

each other, and differ widely in a number of respects. 

1. Appearance: The easiest way to distinguish the two animals is by 

sight. Hedgehogs are much smaller than porcupines, ranging in length 

from 5 to 12 inches and weighing between less than 1 and 2.5 pounds. 

Porcupines are over twice that size, growing 25 to 36 inches long and 

weighing between 12 to 35 pounds. 

2. Habitat: Beyond appearance, another main difference between 

hedgehogs and porcupines is where, and how, they live. Hedgehogs 

can be found across Europe, Asia and Africa. They are solitary 

animals, hibernate in winter, and make their homes in dry spots under 

hedges or bushes, rocks or buildings. Porcupines reside in North and 
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South America, as well as Africa, Europe and Asia. They inhabit a 

variety of landscapes, from forests and grasslands to desert. 

3. Hedgehog Defense Mechanisms: Although their spiny coverings 

may be the reason these animals are often thought to be related, both 

creatures use their coverings in different ways. The hedgehog is 

covered by short, thick spines which are permanently attached to its 

skin. 

4. Porcupine Defense : Mechanisms: Porcupines are more 

aggressive about using their prickly exteriors for protection. Instead of 

spines, these animals are covered with long, hollow quills. 

(https://animals.mom.com/difference-porcupines-hedgehogs- 

2388.html) 
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